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and McPherson is here and moves out to-morrow. I
will go to Ringgold to-morrow and will then be within
five miles of the enemy. We may have some of the
desperate fighting of the war, but it cannot be avoided,
deferred or modified. I will as heretofore do my best
and trust to the troops. All my dispositions thus far
are good. . . ."

"KINGSTON, Geo., May 20, 1864.

"I have no doubt you will complain of neglect on my
part, but you have sense enough to see that my every
minute has been taken. According to appointment
with General Grant I got everything as far ready as pos-
sible on the 5th and started from Chattanooga on the
6th. Troops had to be marched and collected from all
parts of the country without attracting attention, and I
got McPherson up to Chattanooga and on Johnston's
flank before he suspected anything more than a detach-
ment of Thomas' command.

"Dalton lies in a valley, but the road passes through
a gap which was a most formidable place. I drew
Johnston's attention to it whilst I moved the army
round through a gap thirty miles further south and ap-
peared on his rear and flank. He hastily evacuated
Dalton and succeeded in getting into Resaca, eighteen
miles, where he had prepared a strong position. This
we attacked at all points, getting closer and closer
whilst I got a bridge across the Oostenaula, and again
threatened his rear. Again he started and we chased
him fighting all the way to Cassville, and to-day the
army is pushing him across the Etowah. Having a, 1285.ty seems to shake their faith: niggers gone,
